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Philosophy in Schools: An introduction for philosophers and teachers edited by Sara
Goering, Nicholas J Shudak and Thomas E Wartenberg (2013) Contributing one chapter to this final section are Steve Trickey and Keith Topping, who conducted the impressive and widely cited study in Clackmannanshire, Scotland. This study produced empirical research on the beneficial cognitive effects of P4C on participants, as well as analysed how well such improvements were retained over time. Here, Trickey and Topping write about their engagement with both quantitative and qualitative data that includes standardised tests, video analysis of CoIs, and student questionnaires. Another chapter is co-authored by Lynne Hinton and Sarah Davey Chesters, who report on a struggling public school in a low socio-economic area in Queensland, Australia. Buranda State School was turned into an above-average high school in terms not only of its students' test results but also its improvement in the school culture both within the classroom and in the playground. This impressive transformation was achieved by then-Principal Hinton adopting a 'whole school' P4C and CoI approach that enabled each student to recognise their place within an educational space as a member of a community of learners where they were individually heard and respected.
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The editors of Philosophy in Schools, all passionate about P4C, explain in the Introduction that in answer to the question of 'why P4C?', they have three answers.
Firstly, children and young people, like adults, have genuine 'big' questions about the world and the meaning(s) we make about how and why things are as they are.
Such wondering deserves to be given the space to be explored and it is the study of philosophy that takes seriously the need to ask and try to answer such questions.
Therefore, young enquiring minds should be able to study philosophy, albeit at their own level, in their educational environments. Secondly, philosophical thinking skills as trained in the P4C classroom are the kinds of intellectual skills that assist people of all ages in their academic abilities. Critical, caring, creative and collaborative thinking, aimed at by P4C practitioners and developed by regular participation in CoIs helps students to be successful: not just on tests, but also in life. Thirdly, the holistic aim of bringing P4C to young people is to shape democratic citizens who are reasonable in their interaction with diverse ideas and respectful in their consideration of others. Philosophy has a role to play in helping people to become decent members of a democratic society. With reasons like that, the real question may be, why wouldn't you include philosophy and CoIs in every school?
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